Chapter One: Creation

For it was in the beginning that YAVEH began to create the heavens and the earth. Light sprung forth and pierced the eternal darkness. The shaping of the earth by the hands of YAVEH commenced. Waters, skies, lands and their inhabitants were created and YAVEH blessed all that he had made for it was good and filled with potential.

YAVEH decided to make a new kind of creation, one that He could talk with and one that could tend this beautiful creation. So YAVEH descended to the earth and formed the first man, Adam, from the very dirt of the ground and filled his lungs with his very own life-giving Spirit. Adam awoke into beauty, majesty and looked into the face of YAVEH and became the first living human. 

YAVEH found that Adam was lonely and so he formed the second human, a woman called Eve from Adam’s rib and presented her to Adam. The Divine community of man, woman and YAVEH was born. The man and the woman tended this creation, gently naming each creature and caring for the plants and trees. 
Chapter Two: The Fall

YAVEH tended to our needs and provided all that we could ever want, desire or need. But we forgot all that YAVEH had done for us for in one instant, and we embraced a new love, knowledge. The Tester, called Satan, invited us into a new kind of life, one that provided extensive knowledge about our existence. All that it cost was rebellion against YAVEH.  It was from the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil that we ate, and it was this fruit that caused us to enter a new kind of reality, one of death, pain and desire. 

YAVEH, saddened by the loss of his most intimate creation, sent us away from the Garden of Creation and introduced us to the barren wilderness where food did not grow as easily. Death became part of human existence and we struggled in our own nakedness, for we were filled with shame.

But YAVEH remembered us and clothed us and tended to our needs. We were separated from YAVEH for the first time, and we grew into our selfishness. And YAVEH wept for the condition of mankind. 

Chapter Three: Noah

As the Earth grew more and more wicked and as we continued to rebel against YAVEH, He decided to wipe out the entirety of life and begin again with one man and his family. 

YAVEH found Noah, a man of righteousness, and his family and called him into a new kind of life, one that would involve the repopulation of the entire earth. 

So YAVEH, distressed over the evil of his creation, sent wind and rain to the earth and flooded everything, destroying all that lived, breathed and had being. But he remembered Noah and caused him and his family to survive and he asked Noah to begin repopulating the earth. 
Following this tragic flood, YAVEH promised to never again flood the earth because he knew that the hearts of men will always be wicked. Again, YAVEH was saddened by the loss of the Divine-Human relationship, but through Noah, he would begin again in his relationship with mankind. 

Chapter Four: Abraham

As the years progressed and as we began to spread out among the earth, YAVEH pursued and found Abram, a man who was righteous in his ways. YAVEH called Abram to become Abraham, the father of his chosen people, the people who would reintroduce the world to YAVEH and his lovingkindness. 

YAVEH called Abraham to begin a line of people that would number as many as the stars in the sky. YAVEH promised a land that this people-group could live in and described it as a new kind of land. 

Abraham was known to YAVEH as a friend and they talked often. YAVEH began again in his pursuit of a people who he could love and show his mercy toward.

Abraham had Isaac, and Isaac had two sons, Esau and Jacob. It was through the younger son, Jacob, that YAVEH would finally shape his people Is-Ra-El.

Chapter Five: Jacob

As Jacob grew into a man, YAVEH began to pursue a relationship with Jacob like he had with Jacob’s grandfather, Abraham. They met one evening on a road and Jacob, not recognizing YAVEH, wrestled with him physically for hours. It was after this that YAVEH changed Jacob’s name to Is-Ra-El, for he saw in Jacob a people that would wrestle with himself for years to come. 

Jacob, now called Is-Ra-El, had twelve sons and it was through one of his youngest sons, Joseph that the nation of Israel found themselves in Egypt. There they were cared for and protected from the famine in the surrounding lands. All this time, the promise of the new land for Israel was not forgotten. 

But Jacob died, leaving his sons with the task of forming the people group known now as Israel. 
Chapter Six:
 Egypt

But after Joseph and his brothers died, leaving behind a large people group, the Egyptian Pharaohs became afraid of a rebellion, so they took into slavery the people of Israel. For hundreds of years we worked as slaves for Egypt. The stories of our Creation, Fall and of YAVEH’s care for us were forgotten and we did not hear the voice of YAVEH speaking to us. We forgot the promise of our own land and so we resigned ourselves to slavery and there we worked for what seemed an eternity. 

Chapter Seven: 
Moses, Passover, Exodus

But even though we did not remember YAVEH, he still remembered us and he heard our cries and sent to us Moses, the first of a long line of anointed leaders. Moses came and performed many signs and wonders and reminded us of our story and told us that YAVEH would have us leave the land of Egypt. 

After nine plagues, YAVEH himself swept through the villages and commanded us to cover our doorposts with the blood of a perfect lamb, by which we would be saved from his wrath. He commanded us to remember this day and so we remember the night that YAVEH passed over his people. 

Soon after this, YAVEH set us free from our bondage and caused us to leave the lands of Egypt, through yet another miracle. This time YAVEH caused the sea to spread its waters and we walked through the center, on what seemed to be dry ground. We sang songs of YAVEH’s kindness, songs that had been forgotten and we began to rediscover what it means to be a chosen people. For we were YAVEH’s people and YAVEH was our God. 

And YAVEH gave us his word by which we could live as a new kind of people, one that offered YAVEH all our praise, honor and lives. We heard the word of YAVEH from Moses on the mountain called Sinai. 
Chapter Eight: Wandering

YAVEH, compassionate as a Father, led us through the wilderness and provided food for us. Despite his kindness, we rebelled yet again and declared that we did not trust YAVEH to guide us. 

He told us through Moses to go into our promised land, the land promised to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, but we became afraid of those who lived there and so we chose not to go in.

YAVEH, saddened by our lack of faith and trust, demanded that we spend forty years in the wilderness, wandering as a people who did not have a home. And so, we spent forty years wandering through the desert, wilderness and barrenness.

But YAVEH still remembered us and provided water, food and shelter for us. He also dwelt among us in our tabernacle, where we would offer our sacrifices and praise to our most merciful God. 

Chapter Nine: Canaan

But YAHVEH remembered us and cared for us and after forty years of wandering, he sent us once again to the land called Canaan, where we were led by Joshua, our second anointed leader. 

YAHVEH led us through the land and there we cleared out a space for ourselves. YAVEH was with us and we listened to his voice. 

Hallel, YAVEH! 

Hallel, YAVEH!

And YAVEH sent us people called Judges who cared for us and showed us the right ways to live. We encountered many enemies, but YAVEH enabled us to defeat them and he separated us from them time and time again. 

Chapter Ten: The Kings

But again we rebelled against YAVEH. We demanded a king, like the other nations had. We wanted someone who we could see leading us and so we could be like other nations. YAVEH tried to show us how he led us in the past, but we did not listen and so we demanded a king. 

YAVEH heard our demand and provided for us a king, Saul. Saul was exactly what we wanted, yet did not worship YAVEH in the ways our fathers Abraham, Isaac and Jacob did. 

Saul disobeyed YAVEH and so YAVEH called another to lead us, a man called David. Through David and his tribe called Judah, YAVEH promised us eternal deliverance. 
David became our third anointed leader, one that would show us how to rightly live before YAVEH. His son, Solomon succeeded him and built for the first time a Temple to house our worship and the presence of YAVEH. 

And the lands of Israel were united and peaceful under David and Solomon.

Chapter Eleven: The Breaking

But we again rebelled, and this time against YAVEH’s chosen king, Solomon and his son Rehoboam.  The tribes to the north declared a new king called Jeroboam and refused communion with the lone tribe of Judah to the south. 

And so for the first time, the tribes of Israel were broken, with the tribes to the north calling themselves Israel and with the tribe of Judah to the south. Both had kings, some evil, some pleasing to YAVEH. 

YAVEH did not forget his people and he wept over Jerusalem wishing desperately that His people would become one people again. He sent prophets to his people to share with them his love and concern for his people. 

In the north, there was war with the Assyrian Empire and the tribes to the north were taken into captivity. 

A few hundred years later there was war in the South and the Babylonian Empire took the tribe of Judah into captivity. They destroyed the Temple and most of Jerusalem and YAVEH wept over the loss of his people. 

Chapter Twelve: The Return

It was during this time that YAVEH promised us a deliverer, one that would forever clear out our oppression and bring with him the Kingdom of God. We remembered these words as we would weep under the strain of our captivity. 

But YAVEH did not forget the cries of his people and sent to us prophets and through these men and women gave us a chance to return to Jerusalem and rebuild. 
To the tribe of Judah, captive in the land of Babylon, he sent a man called Cyrus, who was king of the Persian Empire. 

Cyrus allowed the people of Judah the chance to return to Jerusalem and rebuild our Temple and our city. And so, with great rejoicing, we returned to Jerusalem and repaired it’s gates, walls and our Temple. 

Praise YAVEH for his eternal lovingkindness.

Chapter Thirteen: The Silence

But then, after we began to dwell in the land that was given to our fathers, we did not hear the voice of YAVEH. Empire after Empire controlled us and we were never freed back into the time of our fathers who dwelt in our land. First Babylon, then Persia, then Alexander, then Rome. We were a broken people who had no freedom to live apart from a world government. 
We longed for YAVEH, we remembered his promise of a deliverer and yet we heard nothing from YAVEH. And so we went into a time of silence.

How long, YAVEH? How long until you make the nations right and prove your worth? 

Chapter Fourteen: Yeshua

Many people came and claimed to be this deliverer that YAVEH had promised us, but none led us into any lasting freedom. And so, we forgot this promise of YAVEH. 

But there was one man who came during the reign of Rome in our land. He taught us a new way to live, by becoming the Torah made flesh. He showed us what it means to live the words of YAVEH out. He performed miracles, signs and wonders and called us to remember who we were as the people of YAVEH. 

It was through his life that we saw a new kind of peace, love and faith. We were challenged to live out the Torah as people who loved YAVEH and whom YAVEH loved in return. This man was called Yeshua, or Jesus and he was YAVEH in human flesh, the very essence of YAVEH called to us to help us relearn our own humanity. 

Jesus taught us that true living begins with following him as he taught us how to really live as redeemed people and as the people of YAVEH. 

But we were worried that this new anointed one would lead us against Rome and so we executed him.

But YAVEH remembered his own anointed one and caused him to rise from the dead and upon his resurrection, we were given the hope of new life. YAVEH took Yeshua into Heaven, and asked that we continue spreading this new kind of lifestyle to the ends of the world. 

Chapter Fifteen: The Kingdom and Hope

And so we journeyed to the earth, spreading the love and truth of YAVEH in the person of Jesus to all people we met. Eventually we began starting groups of reoriented people in the cities and we called them “Churches.” These groups were responsible for encouraging the people as we lived out our faith in the midst of a world who forgot who YAVEH was. 

In our minds, we see a future where YAVEH once again rules over the world and every person’s heart. This is embodied as a city in the book of the Revelation and we see that city descending to the earth where YAVEH will once again dwell with Man and Man with YAVEH. Until that day, we will continue to live out the life that YAVEH called us to live.  

This life is one of peace and love and one that demands us to sacrifice the selfish desires that our father Adam gave us in his rebellion. Daily we struggle with this sin, yet daily we see the hand of YAVEH reaching toward us.

For YAVEH is truly in search of Man and has always been and will always be. 

Praise, YAVEH.!

Sing Doxology.

